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Eaton Memorial Dedication: 

 
Hawker siding where the Saskatchewan Railway Museum is located was formerly known as 

Eaton siding and was the location of an Internment Camp in 1919 where sixty-five persons of 

Ukrainian and German origin were detained as ‘enemy aliens’.  

 

In September 2004, the Prairie Centre for Ukrainian Studies at St. Thomas More College erected 

a monument to commemorate this dark episode in Canada’s history. Hawker siding was 

designated a Historical Heritage Site, in part because of the history of Eaton siding. This was one 

of twenty-four similar camps across the country.  

 

On Tuesday October 28, 2014, the Ukrainian Canadian Provincial Congress – Saskatchewan 

Provincial Council and it partner the Saskatchewan German Council held a ceremony at the 

museum to bless the site and unveiled a new interpretative plaque at the site along with a park 

bench. Approximately 100 people attended the ceremony. 

The event involved a brief program during 

which Cal Sexsmith brought greetings on 

behalf of the Saskatchewan Railroad 

Historical Association. He commented on 

the museum’s efforts to bring awareness to 

this historic injustice. The program was 

followed by a short reception.   
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 The Caboose: 
 

A strange word for a strange railroad car that somehow survived for more than a hundred years. 

From the days of oil burning lamps into the computer age, the origins of both the car and the 

word are surrounded as much by legend as by fact. One popular version dates the word back to a 

derivation of the Dutch word "kombuis," which referred to a ship's galley. Use of cabooses 

began in the 1830s, when railroads housed trainmen in shanties built onto boxcars or flatcars. 

    

The caboose served several functions, one 

of which was as an office for the 

conductor. A printed “waybill” followed 

every freight car from its origin to 

destination, and the conductor kep the 

paperwork in the caboose.  

 

The caboose also carried a brakeman and 

a flagman. In the days before automatic 

air brakes, the engineer signalled the 

caboose with his whistle when he wanted 

to slow down or stop. The brakeman then 

would climb out and make his way forward, twisting the brake wheels atop the cars with a stout 

club. Another brakeman riding in the engine would work his way toward the rear. Once the train 

was stopped, the flagman would descend from the caboose and walk back to a safe distance with 

lanterns, flags and other warning devices to stop any approaching trains. Once under way, the 

trainmen would sit up in the cupola and watch for smoke or other signs of trouble from 

overheated wheel journals called hotboxes.        

 

The Cupola: 

 
The addition of the cupola (the lookout 

post atop the caboose) is attributed to a 

conductor who discovered in 1863 that 

he could see his train much better if he 

sat atop boxes and peered through the 

hole in the roof of his boxcar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.warrentoncaboose.org/caboose_history.html&ei=50XJVOOyK4bpoASJ8ILoAw&bvm=bv.84607526,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHhDnKhVCUd6yWldYYxrJ-8Ch0JQA&ust=1422563149232235
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Home away from home: 

 
It was common for railroads to assign a caboose to a conductor for his exclusive use. Conductors 

took great pride in their cars, despite the caboose’s many derogatory nicknames, including 

crummy, doghouse, bone-breaker, snake wagon and hearse. 

 

 

The conductors decorated their car interiors with 

many homey touches, including curtains and 

family photos. Some of the most important 

additions were ingredients for cooking meals 

that became a part of folklore. Augmented with 

such comforting features, the caboose served as 

a home away from the trainmen’s home 

terminal. 

 

Technology Overtakes the Caboose: 
 
Cabooses became a uniquely North American tradition. Overseas, their use had been rare or 

eliminated many years before. Even in North America, technological change began eliminating 

the need for cabooses before the turn of the century. 

 

The spread in the 1880’s of the automatic air brake system invented by George Westinghouse 

eliminated the need for brakemen to manually set brakes. The air brakes soon were followed by 

the use of electric track circuits to activate signals, providing protection for trains and 

eliminating the need for a flagman. Friction bearings were replaced by roller bearings, reducing 

overheated journals and making visual detection by smoke an unlikely event. 

 

Trains became longer making it more difficult for the conductor to see the entire train from the 

caboose, and freight cars became so high that they blocked the view from the traditional cupola.  

The increasing heaviness and speed of the trains made on-board cooking hazardous and 

unnecessary. New labour agreements reduced the hours of service required for train crews and 

eliminated the need for cabooses as lodging. Cabooses when used at all were drawn from “pools” 

and no longer assigned to individual conductors. 

 

Eventually, electronic 

“hotbox” and dragging 

equipment detectors, which 

would check moving trains 

more efficiently and reliably 

than men in cabooses, were 

installed along main lines and 

computers eliminated the 

conductors’ need to store and 

track paperwork in the cars. 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.pwrs.ca/announcements/view.php?ID%3D8616&ei=3r_bVJ_cJNCboQTC1IHYCQ&psig=AFQjCNFG_zYUAcNR4ErCsoI7lFEtybt2jA&ust=1423773758079731
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The Replacement: 
 
The first ETD use is attributed to Florida East Coast Railway in 1969, soon after which other 

Class I railroads began using ETD's as well. By the mid-

1980s they were common equipment. Early models were 

little more than a brake line connection / termination, a 

battery and flashing tail light. As their use became more 

widespread through the 1980s, ETD's were equipped with 

radio telemetry transmitters to send brake pressure data to 

a receiver in the locomotive. To reduce the cost of battery 

replacements, ambient light sensors were added so the 

flashing light on the ETD would illuminate only during 

dusk and after dark. Later models have a small turbine-

powered electrical generator using air pressure from the 

brake line to power the ETD's radio and sensors. 

The one-way communication of brake data from the ETD 

to the locomotive evolved into two-way communication 

that enables the engineer to apply the brakes from both 

ends of the train simultaneously in an emergency. This is useful in the event that a blockage (or 

an unopened valve) in the train's brake line is preventing dumping the air pressure and causing 

all of the brakes in the train going into an emergency application. Such a situation could be 

dangerous, as stopping distance increases with fewer functioning brakes. Dumping the brake line 

pressure from both the front and rear of the train simultaneously ensures that the entire train 

applies all of its brakes in emergency. Other electronics within the ETD were also enhanced, and 

many now include GPS receivers as well as the two-way radio communications. 

 
 

 

Did you know? 
 

Canadian National #78687 wooden caboose was originally built as a boxcar for the Grand 

Trunk Pacific Railway in 1912 and converted to a caboose in 1949 in the Canadian National 

shops in Moncton, New Brunswick. It was common practice for the CN to convert boxcars into 

cabooses. This practice continued into the 1970s.  

 

There is no electrical wiring in this caboose, light was provided from kerosene lanterns and 

cooking was done on the oil stove and an icebox was provided for food.   

 

It was also one of the museum’s first acquisitions when it was acquired in c. 1989. 
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CN Wooden Caboose #78687: 
 

 

In November members of the “Wednesday Crew” decided to take on the restoration and 

rebuilding of the Museums CN Wood Caboose.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                   File Photo            
To date framework on the north wall is complete and roofing felt applied (heavy tar-paper) over 

the area where the old insulation was still intact. New insulation was installed to the remainder of 

the open wall and applied the roofing felt. Vertical siding boards are being installed pm the East 

end of the North side of the caboose by Lorne Lavier, Norm Dyck and Mark Fidelak and 

windows that had been removed are being rebuilt by Art Vessey at home. 

 
                                                  New siding being installed on CN Wood Caboose  
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Norm Dyck restored the caboose cupboard door that took 

home. He repaired the broken boards, stripped off the 

several layers of paint down to the original varnish and re-

coated with a new layer of varnish. He’s also stripped the 

paint on the hinges and handle down to the original black 

paint then repainted them black.   

 
Photos and information for this article provided by Keith Flory 
                                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                Norm Dyck displays restored cupboard door 

 

Shop Cleanup Underway: 
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Pictured from Left to right: Mark Fidelak, Norm Dyck, Art Vessey, Cam Hood, Bill Chimboryk,  

               Lorne Lavier and Chris Boon (missing from the photo Ev Chimboryk).  

               Photos and information for this article provided by Keith Flory 
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Bill and Evelyn Chimboryk spent a busy day again sorting out the tons of junk in all the 

containers lying around the shop. It's taken us 25 years to accumulate all that junk in the shop so 

there is a pile of work to do sorting it 

all out. 

  

Cam Hood cleaned out the upstairs 

storage room in the shop. We are 

going to disassemble the existing 24 

inch wide shelves and rebuild them 

using the 14 inch shelving from the 

red box car near the front of the yard. 

This will make the room better suited 

as a library.   
   
The upstairs library room is now 

completely cleaned out and we have 

started building narrower steel 

shelving for use as book shelves. 

 

Do you remember what the electrical 

supply storage room at the top of the stairs in the 

shop used to look like? Do you remember how you 

could hardly walk into the room for junk? And the 

big wide shelves were loaded to the hilt with junk 

galore?  

 

Now look at the photo and see what Cam has 

accomplished with the assistance of some of our 

members at various times (Bill Chimboryk, Norm 

Dyck,  

Chris Boon and Mark Fidelak). It won't be long 

and we'll be ready for the books.  . 

 

Good work Crew, 

Keith 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events: 

 
Date: Event: Location: Time: 

Sept 23, 2014 Work Bee Museum 9:00am to 

3:00pm   

Oct 4, 2014 Work Bee   Museum 10:00am to 

12:00pm   

Jan 24, 2015  Annual General 

Meeting 

WDM 2.00pm to 

5:00pm   

Feb 1, 2015 Saskatoon 

Heritage fair   

WDM  12:00am to 

5:00pm   

March, 2015  Annual General 

Meeting 

WDM 2.00pm to 

5:00pm   

 
 

  

 

 
  

  

 

If you have any comments or submissions please forward to the editors Fred Tatler or Terry Enns 

at Newsletter@SRHA.org 

 

Views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the S.R.H.A. or the editors. 

Submissions of photographs and articles are actively encouraged and should be addressed to the 

editors. All other enquiries regarding the S.R.H.A. should be addressed to the Association.   

 

                                           

mailto:Newsletter@SRHA.org
https://www.youngcanadaworks.ca/index-eng.cfm

