
It's been so long since we had a
newsletter and it's time to revive it and
reconnect with our members. We'd like
to begin with a year in review of 2022
and our goals for 2023. 

The Covid 19 pandemic is still affecting
attendance at the museum. We had an
attendance of 2500, which is 500 more
than 2021 but about 700 less than in
2019. The museum hosted the CN family
picnic, which accounted for 400 of the
500 additional visitors. Volunteer hours
had increased significantly in 2022. We
are so proud of all of those who
volunteered their time to help out at the
museum! Special thanks to our summer
staff Jesse Smith, Ryan Pohl and Talisa
Gibbard for their hard work! 

 

planning and possibly starting
construction on an equipment
storage shed in the third yard
replacement of some or all of the
Argo/Unity platforms
Repurposing rooms and improving
accessibility in Kopko Centre
Converting one of our speeders to
electric to improve reliability for
speeder rides. 
Investigate the possibility of hiring
an Executive Director

A lot happened in 2022 at the
museum. We added a new permanent
display in our Kopko Centre dedicated
to the short lived history of the Eaton
Internment camp, which officially
opened in June. We also completed
the new Welcome Centre with the gift
shop ready for opening day and the
washrooms ready for Railway Heritage
Day in August. Streetcar #51 had its
roof renewed. The CN wooden caboose
restoration is substantially complete
with the only significant task left is
lettering. Finally, we launched an
updated website.

We continue to be active in both the
Museums Association of Saskatchewan
(MAS) and the Heritage Rail Alliance
(HRA). 

Our goals for 2023 and beyond include:
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The caboose was originally built
as a box car for the Grand Trunk
Railway by Canadian Car and
Foundry in 1912. It was converted
into a caboose in 1949 at the
Canadian National Moncton
shops in 1949. 
The caboose was a product of its
time in terms of electricity, as
there was none! Cooking was
done on an oil stove and an
icebox kept food fresh.  
After it was retired from service, it
became a tourist information
booth in Watrous, SK from 1988 to
1990. 

After 20 years of volunteer
restoration work, the caboose is
now substantially complete! 

SRHA News and Goings On
Collection Highlight

CN #78687
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The Saskatchewan Railway Museum
hosted its AGM on January 21, 2023 and
announced the winners of the following
awards for 2022.

Member of the year: Lorne Lavier 

Achievements Awards: Terry Clark,
Doug Jones and Norm Dyck

Friend of the Museum: JD's Paving
Stones, Brian Couldwell, Caralee Rast

SRHA Award Winners

Doug Jones and Lorne Lavier Terry Clark

Caralee Rast

Norm Dyck's family accepts his Achievement Award posthumously.

In Honour of Norm Dyck



Canadian National
Canadian National announced a
donation of $100,000 to STARS Air
Ambulance.

Canadian Pacific
Canadian Pacific's Holiday Train returns
after two years of suspension due to
COVID-19 in support of local food banks.  
The Holiday train was in Saskatchewan
between December 5-7 and stopped in
Moosomin, Broadview, Indian Head,
Qu'Appelle, Regina, Moose Jaw, Swift
Current and Maple Creek. The US
Holiday Train entered Saskatchewan
from North Dakota on December 18 and
stopped in Portal, Estevan and
Weyburn.

Via Rail
Via Rail's second quarter marked an
achievement of the return of almost all
of its service and recorded an additional
594,000 passengers.

If any of the Saskatchewan shortlines or
excursion railways want to add news to
this section of the newsletter, feel free
to contact us at 
 srha@saskrailmuseum.org

Rocky Mountain Railway Society
Restoration of CNR #6060 continues as
the crown sheet has now been installed
and the firebox is being repaired. 

Alberta Railway Museum 
Repairs of CNR #1392 continue. Exterior
work on NAR Business Car Dunvegan is
progressing well. The museum will be
creating new displays and exhibit space
in CN baggage car #8730.

Alberta Prairie Railway 
Polar Express excursions almost
completely sold out! 

Cranbrook History Centre
The centre welcomed Gordon Sheridan
as its new Program Coordinator. 

BC Forest Discovery Centre
Restoration work continues on Shay
locomotive #1 and is on schedule to
begin operation in 2023. 
The centre's "Christmas Express" with
steam locomotive #25 completely sold
out! 

Revelstoke Railway Museum
The museum becomes Canada's 10th
electric vehicle ultra-fast charging
station host. 
"Railway Day" Family Event returns after
COVID-19 suspended the event for two
years. 

Fraser Valley Heritage Railway Society 
2022 marks Fraser Valley Heritage
Railway's 10th season of operation. They
had 4700 visitors riding streetcar 1225
between May 5 and October 2. 

Railway Museum of British Columbia 
CPR #4069, a FP7A diesel locomotive,
celebrated it's 70th anniversary.
An ex-Royal Hudson tender was sold to
Aspen Crossing to replace CNR #5080's
tender, which was deemed too
damaged to restore. 
The museum hosted its first annual
"Train and Hobby Show" at Heritage
park on October 15-16

Winnipeg Railway Museum
After being told to find a new location in
2021, the Winnipeg Railway museum
has signed a 25-year lease with Via Rail
and hopes to reopen in November 2024.

New Brunswick Railway Museum
The museum celebrated its 40th year of
operation. 

Friends of Freeman Station
The Freeman Station has finished
restoration. Restoration work continues
on CN Caboose #78188.

Rail News in Canada HRA Member news

Northern Ontario Railroad Museum and
Heritage Centre
The museum honoured Eileen
Thompson as she prepared to step
down from Board of Directors after 40
years of service. 

Niagara Railway Museum
The museum celebrated its 25th
anniversary. Work continues on their
Plymouth diesel's air system, fixing leaks
and needing new air cylinders. 

Guelph Historical Railway Association 
The association mourn the passing of
three members: Julian Bernard, Bill
Thomson and Clare McDougall. 
In June, restoration of CN Coach #3216
was halted when the coach was broken
into and many historical items were
stolen. 

Via Rail Historical Association
Work on the Edmundston coach
continues; the exterior walls are
secured, ceiling work is underway and
cleaning of the trim and interior walls
continue. 

Komoka Railway Museum
The Komoka Station celebrated its 110th
anniversary. 

Halton County Radial Museum
The museum celebrated 50 years o
public service. 

Ingenium Canada Science and
Technology Museum
Gordon Perrault unpacked, assembled
and moved over 85000 artifacts from
old storage facility to Ingenium's
storage centre.

CHRA Niagara Division
A new historical plaque was unveiled
paying tribute to the history and
importance of the railroads of Port
Colborne and the long history of the
Niagara, St. Catherine's and Toronto
train services the operated between
1899 and 1959. 

Toronto Railway Historical Association 
The museum received $50,000 in a
community building fund grant from
the government of Ontario and the
Ontario trillium foundation. 

South Simcoe Railway
The railway celebrated 30 years. 
 
Exporail
Vintage streetcar 1959 returns to
operation at the museum. 

Southern Prairie Railway
The railway had a successful summer
season welcoming 4000+ riders!
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The Saskatchewan Railway Museum relies on volunteers
to function reliably every year.  We accept people of
various skills and various backgrounds to help us out.
Volunteering is a great way to learn about the artefacts
in a new way, as well as learn how museums works. It's a
great way to gain experience and to build friendships
with others with similar interests, whether it be railfans,
history people, tinkerers, artists and more! Here are some
ways volunteers can help out! 

Streetcar #51 has its own committee led by P.J. Kennedy
in keeping up with the maintenance of the street car
exhibit. Responsibilities include, but are not limited to:
repairs, painting, landscaping and maintaining the street
car exhibit and displays. 

The CN Wooden Caboose, though essentially complete,
has a committee led by Lorne Lavier. There are still
finishing touches needed before the caboose is
completely finished. Skills include woodworking,
mechanical work, building experience, painting
experience and more.

"The Wednesday Crew" is the museum's maintenance
crew. This group involves volunteers of all ages and skill
sets to do various jobs around the museum site,
including building, plumbing, electrical, painting,
mechanics, servicing, organization, landscaping and
more! 

The Restoration Shop has been freed up now that the CN
wooden caboose has been completed. This opens up
many opportunities for tinkerers and mechanics to fix
and maintain various equipment and collections. The
shop works with the Wednesday Crew and offers jobs
when the weather outside isn't optimal. 

If you're interested in volunteering, email the museum at
srha@saskrailmuseum.org.
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Heritage Festival of Saskatoon - February 12
Saskatoon Train Show - February 25 & 26
River Valley Network (MAS) - April 15 in Rosthern, SK
Heritage Railway Alliance Canada Virtual Conference - April 29
Saskatchewan Railway Museum Opening - May 20
Heritage Railway Day - TBD in SRHA
Museum Association of Saskatchewan - June 2023
Heritage Railway Alliance - September 20-23 in Montreal

Upcoming Events Volunteer Opportunities

VIS IT  OUR WEBSITE  FOR MORE INFORMATION AND EVENTS

Membership

Becoming a member helps to financially support the
museum. By buying a membership, a member is also given
privileges compared to the average museum visitor.

A member has the option to join board meetings and
influence decisions during a meeting. A member has free,
unlimited visits for the entire year. A member has the freedom
to volunteer their time outside of museum hours. A member
has opportunities to work more closely with staff, the curator,
committees,  board members and volunteers and preform
various tasks and jobs at the museum.

If any of these perks interest you, we encourage you to
purchase a membership during the museum's opening hours. 

Don't forget to follow our Social Media

 Saskatchewan Railway Museum

Sask Railway Museum

Saskatchewan Railway Museum is a member
of the Heritage Railway Alliance and the
Museum Association of Saskatchewan
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